Risk Assessment – Inflatable Axe Throwing Hire (Public Events)
Persons Involved: Trained Operators, Event Staff
Also Present: Participants, Spectators, Venue Staff
Equipment: Inflatable axe throwing game, inflatable target board, foam or Velcro axes, blower, anchor stakes or sandbags, RCD-protected extension leads, barriers, signage
Location: Various Indoor and Outdoor Public Event Locations

	Hazard
	Existing Controls
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk
	Further Action

	Manual handling
	Use safe lifting techniques and team lifts where required.
	1
	3
	3
	Staff training.

	Installation
	Installed by trained staff following manufacturer instructions.
	1
	5
	5
	Pre-opening inspection.

	Anchoring
	Inflatable secured with approved stakes or ballast to manufacturer specification.
	1
	5
	5
	Check throughout event.

	Blower failure
	Continuous blower operation monitored. Close game immediately if blower stops.
	1
	5
	5
	Inspect blower and power supply before reopening.

	Inflation/Deflation
	No users permitted during inflation or deflation.
	1
	5
	5
	Operator control only.

	Wind & Weather
	Do not operate above manufacturer wind limits (typically 24 mph / 38 km/h). Suspend use during heavy rain or thunderstorms.
	1
	5
	5
	Continuous weather monitoring.

	Trip hazards
	Secure cables and keep access routes clear.
	1
	2
	2
	Routine housekeeping inspections.

	Misthrown axes
	Only foam or Velcro axes supplied. Participants throw from designated line.
	2
	3
	6
	Operator supervision.

	Participant struck by axe
	One thrower at a time unless game design permits otherwise. Safe waiting area provided.
	2
	3
	6
	Enforce throwing rules.

	Spectator safety
	Barriered viewing area maintained behind throwing line.
	1
	3
	3
	Marshal if required.

	Horseplay / misuse
	No running, wrestling, climbing, or throwing axes outside the designated area.
	2
	4
	8
	Immediate removal from activity.

	Children
	Minimum age requirements applied where appropriate. Adult supervision for younger participants.
	2
	3
	6
	Display age restrictions.

	Electrical safety
	PAT-tested blower and RCD protection used. Cables protected from damage.
	1
	5
	5
	Daily electrical inspection.

	HSE guidance
	Operate in accordance with HSE guidance for inflatable play equipment and manufacturer operating instructions.
	1
	4
	4
	Annual review and staff refresher training.

	Emergency
	Stop activity immediately if unsafe. Provide first aid and call 999 if required.
	1
	5
	5
	Record incidents and quarantine faulty equipment.


Additional Control Measures
Only trained operators supervise the activity.
A full participant safety briefing is given before play begins.
Throwing line and exclusion zones are clearly marked.
Foam or Velcro axes are inspected before every session.
Damaged axes, targets, or inflatable components are removed from service immediately.
First aid kit and emergency contact details are available on site.
Capacity limits are monitored to prevent overcrowding around the inflatable.
The activity is operated in accordance with the manufacturer's operating manual and event safety procedures.
