Risk Assessment – Soft Play Hire (HSE/AAIAC Style)
Activity Description
Assessment covers transport, installation, operation, supervision and dismantling of portable soft play equipment for children's events.
Persons at Risk
Children, parents/guardians, operators, staff and members of the public.
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Initial Risk
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Manual handling
	Staff
	High
	Team lifting and handling aids
	Low

	Trips during setup
	Staff/Public
	Medium
	Keep area tidy and equipment stacked safely
	Low

	Poor hygiene
	Children
	Medium
	Clean and disinfect before each hire
	Low

	Damaged soft play items
	Children
	High
	Inspect equipment before use and remove damaged items
	Low

	Falls while playing
	Children
	Medium
	Use on level surface with adult supervision
	Low

	Collision between children
	Children
	Medium
	Limit numbers and separate ages where possible
	Low

	Choking hazard
	Children
	High
	Remove damaged foam pieces and supervise toddlers
	Low

	Unauthorised access
	Public
	Medium
	Barrier area where required
	Low

	Slips and trips
	Everyone
	Medium
	Keep surrounding area dry and clear
	Low

	Dismantling
	Staff
	Medium
	Pack safely using correct manual handling techniques
	Low


Operational Controls
Inspect all soft play shapes, mats and barriers before use. Adult supervision required at all times. Separate very young children from older children where practicable.
Emergency Procedures
Stop play immediately if equipment becomes damaged, provide first aid if required and remove unsafe equipment from use.
Inspection Checklist
Foam shapes, mats, ball pool (if supplied), cleanliness, tears, covers, zips, barriers and surrounding floor area.
Training Requirements
Manual handling, equipment inspection, hygiene procedures, supervision and emergency arrangements.
